Chapter 7
Private Sector Providers

We support continuation of our national legacy of quality outdoor experiences on America s
Jands and waters in a manner that sustains the long-term ecological integrity of natural re-

sources and the economic well being of commumities ..

.. We desire to contribute to the fulfill-

ment of the purposes for which the natural areas where we work were designated. (From the
“Code of Ethics & Professionalism” of America Outdoors, an associafion repi ‘esenting active
private sector travel outfitters and tour companies, 2004)

and nge examples of each

Learnmg Ob]ectlves

1 Descnbe ﬂle nnportance of the prlvate sector in prov1d1ng outdoor recreahon opportmutres : S
2, Exp}am the six pnmary ways the prwate sector 1s mvolved n prov1dmg outdoor recreatmn opportumtles T

When most people think about outdoor recreation oppor-

tunities, their first thoughts are of national forests, national
parks, state parks, and other large, relatively remote lands
managed by public sector agencies. In reality, though, there
would be very little outdoor recreation as we know it today
without the involvement of the business enterprises of the
private sector. These enterprises range in size from huge
" multinational corporations to individual entrepreneurs who
organize, promote, manage, and assume the risks for busi-

ness ventures. The private sector is involved in providing

outdoor recreation opportunities in six primary ways:

« providing private land and facilities for public out-
door recreation

» providing outdoor recreation equipment and supplies
» providing guiding, outfitting, and information

« providing support services

- gperating commercial ventures on public lands

« providing donations and other support

Providing Private Land
and Facilities for Public
Outdoor Recreation

As noted in Chapter 5, about 58% of the land in the United
States is privately owned. (This 58% includes lands
managed by providers from the nonprofit sector, addressed
in the next chapter.) From the perspective of actual and
potential outdoor recreation opportunities, two important
considerations relate to this vast area of private land. The

first is the type of private owner and the second is the
primary reason the private owners hold their land. The
types of private owners can be broadly grouped into two
categories: individual owners and corporate owners. Some
individual and corporate owners allow ontdoor recreation
use of their undeveloped lands and some develop their
lands with facilities and other improvements specifically
for outdoor recreation purposes.

Individual Owners

The vast area of private land in the United States is avail-
able for the owners’ use, and a portion of private owners
open their land for public outdoor recreation. The best
source of information on undeveloped and relatively un-
developed lands held by individual private owners is the
National Private Landowner Survey (NPLOS), which
examined rural tracts of private land ten acres or larger
(Teasley, Bergstrom, Cordell, Zarnoch & Gentle, 1999).
The NPLOS found private landowners hold property for
many reasons, including wanting to live in a rural envi-
ronment, enjoying owning greenspace, as an estate for
their heirs, wildlife preservation, and generating income.
Some of the ways landowners generate income from their
property is through grazing livestock, sharecropping,
harvesting timber and pulpwood, and leasing their land to
businesses and hunters. About 70% of private owners
recreate on their own land.

Private lands obviously represent a significant source
of current and potential public outdoor recreation opportu-
nities as well. The NPLOS found some form of access to
nonowners was allowed on about half of the tracts studied.

_ At least some nonfamily members wete allowed to recreate






