Chapter 3
Historical Context

Anybody who visits the popular outing centers near the large American cities on public holi-
days cannot fail to be impressed by the inmmense mumber of people in search of forest recre-
ation. Almost every possible open spot along the highways will be filled with picnickers and
campers cooking their meals, pitching tents, playing games, swinging from trees, and noisily
giving vent to pent-up child-like impulses which are rigidly cur ‘bed under city regimentation.

(Marshall, 1933)
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Outdoor Recreation History
as Our Context

Why is it important to study the history of outdeor recre-
ation and outdoor recreation resources? The most important
reason is that past conditions and events always affect our
 circurnstances and options in the present. One historian has
called this “the trajectory set by prior social conditions™
(Cranz, 1982, p. x) Social, economic, political, public
opinion, and many other forces throughout history have
interacted to affect the direction of this trajectory of condi-
tions that influence us today (see Figure 3.1). Some events
have major effects, like the terrorist attacks on the United
States in 2001, and some have more limited influences,
like where Congress decides to set the boundaries of a
particular national park. Some historical influences gen-
erate macrolevel effects over long periods, like the wilder-
ness preservation movenent, and some have microlevel
effects over much shorter time frames, like everyday deci-
sions made by a local parks and recreation director. But
all these events and forces influence our options as we
make decisions in the present. When we think about his-
torical events and forces as affecting the trajectory of
current conditions, it is easier to visualize why it is impor-
tant to understand our outdoor recreation history.
Outdoor recreation professionals who understand and
consider the relevant historical trajectories can be more
effective, because they can better anticipate what will
likely happen and why. For example, all of the public natu-
ral areas available for outdoor recreation today were set
aside for particular purposes. Although these original

purposes might have evolved over time, understanding
them and the forces that led up to them can help us to plan
and to manage better. In the case of Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park in North Carolina and Tennessee, for
instance, the land for the park was purchased from private
landowners beginning in the 1920s rather than sef aside
from existing federal land, as was the case with most
previous national parks in the United States. The land
for the Great Smokies was actually purchased by the two
states and then donated to the National Parlk Service.
Because a large amount of the money to buy the land was
donated by private individuals, including over $1,300 in
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How the trajectory of past conditions and
events affects the situation and options far
outdoor recreation managers

Figure 3.1







